NUTHURST PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

Held on 6th August 2003 

at St Andrews School Nuthurst.

Present:
Mr D.V.L. England (Chairman)
Mrs V.M. Court



Mr D.H. Bateman


Mrs T.E.J. Fry




Mr G.C.A. Rowley


Mrs R.E. Jones



Mr D.W. Toye



Mrs J. McClean








Ms M.H. Rose.

Also in attendance Mr J.S. Cox (District Councillor), Mr G. Peckham (Lower Beeding Parish Council) and 4 members of the public.

1/8/03
Apologies for absence were received from Mr B. Parkes and Mr R.H. Walter.

2/8/03
Approval of Minutes  - The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 2nd July 2003 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
3/8/03
Neighbourhood Watch.

Arising on minute 3/7/03 – There was still no replacement for Mr Shackleton. 

RESOLVED Mrs Court to contact a neighbourhood co-ordinator in Mannings Heath with a view to arranging a meeting of all the Mannings Heath co-ordinators to discuss a replacement for Mr Shackleton.

4/8/03
Dog Bins – Mannings Heath Village Green.


Arising on minute 4/7/03 – The dog bin concerned had yet to be moved.

5/8/03
Ghyll House Farm.


Arising on minute 5/7/03 – Mr Cox had spoken to Paul Rowley, Deputy Director of Planning at Horsham District Council about communication between the District and County Councils over planning applications such as those at Ghyll House Farm.  Mr Rowley had reported that the current works at this site were covered by a West Sussex County Council approval and therefore the communication over matters concerning lorry movements were an internal West Sussex County Council matter.

6/8/03 July Highway Matters.

Arising on minute 15/7/03 – The Laurel hedge in Pound Lane had been cut.  The West Sussex Access Ranger had yet to supply his report on the footpaths and Bridleways in Nuthurst Parish.
7/8/03
Correspondence– The Clerk reported the receipt of the following items

of correspondence:-
i. Horsham District Council

(a) Local Performance Plan 

(b) Appointment of the Independent Remuneration Panel.

(c) Acorn Recycling Scheme 

(d) Comprehensive Performance Assessment.

(e) Youth Issues Newsletter.

(f) E-mail – Young Offenders to work on community projects.

ii. Sussex Associations of Local Councils.
Christine Swan’s Retirement.

iii.        Defra.


Rural Services Standard 2003.

iv.        Mannings Heath Millennium Group.
Public Liability Insurance.

v.         Action in Rural Sussex.

Workshops for Community Involvement.

iii. Horsham & District Crime Prevention Panel.

Receipt of Grant and future security presentations.

iv. Office of the Deputy Prime Minister.

Consultation Paper on Indemnities for Relevant Authority Members and Officers.

v. Crawley Police Station.

Extended Opening Times for Police Stations and Police Neighbourhood Support Officers.

vi. Horsham & District Citizens Advice Bureau.
Annual Report.

vii. R.o.S.P.A.

Playground Inspection Report.

viii. West Sussex Health and Social Care NHS Trust

Any Questions 2 – Hawth Theatre 29th September.

ix. Lower Beeding Parish Council.

Future Development of Air Transport in the U.K.

x. English Rural Housing Association.

Annual General Meeting Wednesday 17th September.

RESOLVED
Mr G. Rowley and Mrs V. Court to attend the Action in Rural Sussex

 workshop on Parish Plans on 19th September.



Mr D. England to speak to Mr Gibbons to suggest that the Crime 

Prevention Caravan attends the next Open Day at St. Andrew’s School in order to reach a larger audience.  He would also suggest that the Parish Council would help with publicity for Crime Prevention meetings at Mannings Heath Village Hall by putting up posters or carrying out a leaflet drop.

The Consultation Paper on Indemnities for Relevant Authority Members and Officers be added to the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting.

Mr D. Bateman to arrange for the trimming of the trees, spraying of algae and building up of the edges around the play equipment at the play area at Mannings Heath Village Green in the autumn, as per the R.o.S.P.A. report.

8/8/03
District Councillor’s Report.

Secretary of State for Transport.

It had been confirmed that there would be no new bypass on the A27 at Arundel.  This would have a big effect on economic regeneration in the area but the worst implication would be on housing – with the housing planned for the south coast being moved to the Horsham area.

Waste Disposal.

A seminar had been held on 30th July.  The proposals only identified land that might be used for waste disposal uses.

Finance.

The Council had received the accounts for the financial year 2002/2003.

Boundary Changes in West Sussex.

There was a proposal to join Nuthurst with Southwater under the new County Council Divisions.  Both Mr Cox and Nuthurst Parish Council had written to the Boundaries Committee for England to ask that the name Nuthurst be added to the name of the new division if this proposal was adopted.

Development Control Committee (North). 

This month’s meeting of the Development Control Committee (North) had set a new record.  Only 7 applications were considered and the meeting closed in only 35 minutes!

9/8/03
PUBLIC FORUM. 
Mr Peckham from Lower Beeding Parish Council hoped that his Parish Council would be able to work closely with Nuthurst Parish Council on issues that concerned both councils such as new government regulations, additional housing and the expansion of Gatwick Airport, he also hoped to attend as many meetings of Nuthurst Parish Council as he could.

Mr Halliday of Goldfinch Cottage, Sedgwick Lane stated that he believed that the re-naming of Sedgwick Lane being proposed by Horsham District Council would have a huge cost implication for everyone, both for residents and for the District Council, and he asked the Parish Council to support the residents of Sedgwick Lane in asking Horsham District Council not to change the road name.

Mrs Paterson of Ashwins, Sedgwick Lane added that she believed that the idea to change the road name had been put forward by Forest and Riverside neighbourhood council who only had jurisdiction over the first part of Sedgwick Lane from the A281 to Whites Bridge.  She also did not want the name of the road to be changed from Sedgwick Lane.

10/8/03 Planning Matters

i.
New applications


N/38/03
Remove Porch and Erect New Hall and Construct Rear Extension.




5 Forest Close, Mannings Heath.


N/39/03
Proposed Replacement Garage, and Replacement of Defective Concrete Floors.




Yew Cottage, Park Lane, Maplehurst.


N/40/03
Listed Building Consent for the Above.



N/41/03
Single Storey Rear Extension and Loft 





Conversion.





8 Masons Field, Mannings Heath.

RESOLVED   To raise no objections to N/38/03, N/39/03 (N/40/03).

To recommend that N/41/03 be REFUSED as it constitutes an over-development of the site and is not in keeping with the surrounding properties.

ii.       Decisions of Development Control Committee (North)

APPROVED


           N/16/03
Variation to Condition 2 of Planning Permission N/28/95 Relating to the Height of the Approved Planting Scheme.



Woolmers, Brighton Road, Mannings Heath.


           N/26/03
2-Storey Side Extension.



2 Mill Farm Cottages, Hammerpond Road, Mannings Heath.


           N/28/03
Replacement Conservatory.



Robertslea, Nuthurst Street, Nuthurst.



N/29/03
Single-Storey Side Extension.





Aberfoyle, 9 The Quarries, Mannings Heath.



N/30/03
Surgery to One Oak Tree.





15 Heath Close, Mannings Heath.

REFUSED




N/19/03
Two-Storey Extension, Balcony & Entrance 






Gates.






Highlands, Brighton Road, Mannings Heath.

            iv.
The minutes of the Parish Council planning committee held on 16th July 2003 were approved as a correct record.

11/8/03 Local Association and Other Bodies – Reports.


Chairman’s Report on Horsham District Council’s Community Profile 

Summary.

The Chairman had reviewed this report which covered items such as population increases and noted that Nuthurst’ only mention was as the area in Horsham District that had 2 cars per household.

The Chairman also questioned the value of these glossy reports and their cost to the taxpayer when the information they contained was out-of-date almost before they were published.

12/8/03 Finance





    Net
       VAT    Totals









      £
           £          £

Accounts paid by Direct Debit

 
SEEBoard plc Street lighting maintenance

  52.59       9.20      61.79


SEEBoard plc Street lighting energy


  44.50       2.22      46.72



(VAT 5% on energy)


Accounts paid by Standing Order

Horsham District Council Dog Bin Clearance
   20.80
       20.80

Mrs T. Rowe  -Salary




 319.71
     319.71

Accounts paid at this meeting

P.J. Luxford – Repairs to Monks Gate Bus Shelter      72.50      12.68     85.18

R.o.S.P.A. – Playground Inspection


   59.00      10.33    69.33

S.L.C.C. Refund of Subscription Charged in Error
   (54.00)
      (54.00)

Mannings Heath Millennium Group


    73.50
       73.50

B.R. Fencing – Fencing at Play Area


1411.00              1411.00

Southwater Parish Council – Training Course
    16.00                  16.00

Mrs T. Rowe – Travel




    22.77




  Postage



      2.24

Stationery



      9.35      1.64

Planning Meeting 16th July 

    22.13

Internet Access

 
      9.99                   68.12

2082.08    36.07   2118.15

RESOLVED   That the above accounts be passed for payment.

The Clerk to present a summary of the grants made by Horsham District Council and the total spent on new equipment for the Children’s Play area at Mannings Heath Village Green, to the next meeting of the Parish Council.

13/8/03 Highway Matters.

It was reported that the new speed camera due to be placed at Crabtree Hill, Lower Beeding had been delayed.

The A-Board signs were again being placed in the line of sight of traffic turning out of the junction of Pound Lane with the A281, at the Dun Horse Public House.

The temporary event signs which had been placed by the Horse Trough in Mannings Heath had been reported to the Chairman by a resident as being unsightly, the meeting felt that as long as these signs were removed after an event had taken place they would not be causing a permanent problem.

A resident of Maplehurst had voiced concerns about the three trees on the green in Maplehurst by the Millennium Village sign, as they appeared to be growing into each other.

RESOLVED The Clerk will report the following to West Sussex Highways: -



The keep left bollard at the entrance to Winterpit Lane was not

 working.



Potholes and edge ruts in Lime Kiln Road were getting very bad.



Edge ruts on both sides of Golding Hill.



Potholes in Gagglewood.

The missing finger-post sign opposite the junction of Golding Lane and Hammerpond Road.

The culverts at each side of the entrance to The Quarries still needed cleaning.

The pavement at the end of Church Road where it joins the A281 was completely overgrown again.

Mr Rowley to speak to the landlord of The Dun Horse about moving the A-Board signs.

The Chairman will ask Mr Parkes to check the three trees on the green at Maplehurst.

14/8/03 Proposed Renaming of Sedgwick Lane.

Discussions took place on the issue of the proposed re-naming of Sedgwick Lane by Horsham District Council.  The Clerk had received several telephone calls and letters from residents of Sedgwick Lane who all did not want Sedgwick Lane to be re-named Magpie Lane. Mr Toye suggested that the best solution would be to ask Horsham District Council to amend the sign at the junction of Sedgwick Lane with the A281 to make the sign read “Sedgwick Lane formerly Magpie Lane”.

RESOLVED  The Clerk to write to Horsham District Council to suggest this solution

 to the renaming issue.

15/8/03 Code of Practice for Local Councils in Handling Complaints.

Consideration was given to a new legal topic note supplied by the Sussex Association of Local Councils for adoption by Parish Councils concerning the handling of complaints made by members of the public.

RESOLVED  To adopt the code of practice for handling complaints.



To add this code of practice to the Parish Council’s Standing Orders.

16/8/03 New Notice Board in Sedgwick Lane.


Consideration was given to the purchase of a new notice board to be put up in

Sedgwick Lane. A quote had been received from Anthony & Anthony of Mannings Heath of approximately £60.00 to supply a notice board of the same size as the one erected outside St. Andrews School, but to be stained/treated not painted wood.

RESOLVED To place an order for the notice board with Anthony & Anthony.



The Clerk to apply to West Sussex Highways for permission to site the 

notice board on the verge in Sedgwick Lane next to the post box.

17/8/03 Parish Action Plan/Village Appraisal.

RESOLVED The sub-committee of Mr G. Rowley, Mr D. England, Mrs V. Court

and Ms M. Rose to be joined by Mrs T. Fry will meet on Thursday 16th October at Mannings Heath Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. to discuss the next steps in formulating a Village Action Plan/Village Appraisal. 

18/8/03 Litter from McDonalds in Broadwater Lane/Bar Lane.

The problem of litter in the Bar Lane/Broadwater Lane area was discussed.  The meeting felt that the problem should be monitored and everyone should pick up any litter when they saw it.  The Chairman agreed to contact the owners of Ghyll House Farm to discuss the issue of their visitors leaving litter in the area.

19/8/03 Publishing Parish Council Minutes on Sedgwick Website.

The meeting agreed to publish the Parish Council minutes and agendas on the Sedgwick website, and the Mannings Heath website.

RESOLVED The Clerk to contact Horsham District Council about the wording of

any indemnity needed on the website, Ms M. Rose to supply the Clerk with details of who to contact about the Mannings Heath website. 

20/8/03 Lower Pond Farm, Monks Gate.

It was reported that a caravan and portaloo were on this property.

RESOLVED The Clerk to contact the planning enforcement officer at Horsham

District Council to report this matter.

21/8/03 Ragwort and Giant Hogweed.

The presence of both these plants in Nuthurst Parish was discussed.  Both were notifiable, West Sussex County Council had a recurring problem with ragwort on their land.  The Parish Council needed to monitor the growth of both plants in the Parish.

22/8/03 Police Attendance at Parish Council Meetings.

Mr Rowley queried if a representative from Sussex Police had contacted the Parish Council about attending the meetings.  No reply had been received by the Clerk to earlier requests for a Police representative to attend the Annual Parish meeting.

23/8/03 Bus Shelter Cleaning and Maintenance.

Mr Rowley had cleaned the bus shelter at Monks Gate following its repair by Mr Luxford.  He asked if there was any regular inspection/cleaning of the Parish bus shelters or other property.  The bus shelters should all be cleaned 4 times each year and it was agreed that all the Parish Council would monitor the shelters in their particular areas, for wear and tear or vandalism.

24/8/03 Poly Tunnel, Shuckers Farm, Copsale.


Following notification by a resident the Clerk had queried if this new poly

tunnel needed planning permission.  The planning enforcement officer at Horsham District Council Mr Malcolm Murtagh had confirmed that planning permission was required and had informed the owner that they would need to put in a retrospective planning application.

The meeting closed at 9.20 p.m.
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