NUTHURST PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

Held on 3rd September 2003

 at St Andrews School Nuthurst.
Present:
Mr D.V.L. England (Chairman)
Mrs V.M. Court



Mr B. Parkes



Mrs R.E. Jones



Mr G.C.A. Rowley


Ms M.H. Rose



Mr D.W. Toye.

Also in attendance Mr A. Stevens Director of Planning, Horsham District Council and 6 members of the public.

1/9/03
 Apologies for absence were received from Mrs T.E.J. Fry, Mrs J. McClean,

 Mr D.H. Bateman, Mr R.H. Walter and Mr J.S. Cox (District Councillor).

2/9/03
Mr A. Stevens, Horsham District Council Director of Planning,  addressed the meeting concerning the Local Plan Review.


Mr Stevens began by explaining that the Local Plan Review was designed to encourage Parish Councils to be part of the local planning process, he went on to add that the Local Plan would be changing due to a new bill going through Parliament, which was due to be enacted in June or July of 2004.  This would mean that the planning process would be in a new form with a few generic policies, which would have criteria attached to them.  There would still be housing allocations and windfall allocations but the inclusion of these in the Local Plan would be a simpler and quicker process.


The Local Plan would be reviewed annually and would be a “moving feast” whose parts could be amended as required.


There would be supplementary documents to give details of particular developments making the Local Plan a much more dynamic document which would be quicker to produce and easier to use.


Horsham District Council were in the process of preparing the Local Plan Review which was due to be published next spring – but this could become redundant under the new Act.  The County Structure Plan was due to be adopted by the County Council in June or July 2003 but as central government had turned down the improvements to the A27 (on which strategic housing developments depended), the County Council would now be reviewing its position in October or December.  This delay to the Structure Plan would have a knock on effect, but Horsham District Council was determined to publish its consultation draft in spring 2004 to set out the targets for the next 10-15 years.  

To this end Horsham District Council were consulting all its parishes about changes that they would like to see included in the Local Plan, and were trying to collect as much information as possible so as to be well informed and to meet community needs.  Mr Stevens urged the Parish Council to think as broadly as possible as to the elements that they should include in the Local Plan; to consider the changing age structure of the population in terms of the housing recreational and community facilities that would be required in the future.  He added that if Nuthurst were considering a parish plan this would be an ideal vehicle for collecting a consensus of ideas for the Parishes’ future needs.

Mr Stevens went on to add that now was the best time for the Parish to add its comments to the Local Plan but that comments would also be invited when the document was produced.

Answering a question from the Chairman, Mr Stevens commented that the new system would make better provision for the inclusion of infrastructure before extra housing was added to a particular area.

Mr Parkes enquired if the new system would mean that plans would be changed completely on an annual basis, Mr Stevens replied that they would only be reviewed annually and could have additions made as was seen fit.

Mr Stevens also commented that although Horsham District Council would like to be delivering more social housing in rural areas it was extremely difficult to find areas where it could be located.

Mr Rowley asked if the new development of 2000 homes west of Crawley would close the strategic gap.  Mr Stevens was able to confirm that this development would not join Crawley to Faygate.  Mr Rowley asked if Quality Council status would make a difference to the way Parish Councils’ views would be considered, Mr Stevens confirmed that all the Parish Councils views would be valued on an equal basis.

Mrs Court asked Mr Stevens to explain the difference between a Village Appraisal, a Parish Plan and a Design Statement and to give his opinion as to which would be the best option for Nuthurst Parish.  Mr Stevens explained that a Design Statement should include what values were given to the building environment and how new developments would fit into this.  Both Village Plans and Village Appraisals were very similar and should include the aspirations, both economic and environmental, that the parish had for the future.

Mr Stevens finished by adding that he and his colleagues at Horsham District Council would be glad to meet with the Parish Council to provide more information about the process of compiling a Village Plan/Appraisal at a separate date (when the Parish Council had considered how it wished to progress with this).  He also suggested that Action in Rural Sussex would be able to provide more information.

The Chairman thanked Mr Stevens for coming to the meeting and thanked him for his informative talk.

3/9/03
Approval of Minutes  - The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 

6th August 2003 were approved as a correct record and signed by the

Chairman with the following amendments:  


20/8/03 Lower Pond Farm, Monks Gate.

Mrs Court did not say that the caravan and portaloo were on this property “without permission”. 



22/8/03 Police Attendance at Parish Council Meetings.

The word “West” in the phrase West Sussex Police should be deleted.
4/9/03
Dog Bins – Mannings Heath Village Green. 

Arising on minute 4/8/03 – The Clerk had spoken to Mr Ian Poyser at Horsham District Council Environmental Services but the dog bin concerned had yet to be moved.

5/9/03 Ghyll House Farm.

Arising on minute 5/8/03 – Mr England would be meeting with the Chairman of West Sussex County Council in November and would discuss the problem of consultation between West Sussex County Council and Horsham District Council concerning County planning applications which had ramifications at a District level.

RESOLVED The Clerk to write to Mr Cox (District Councillor) about this matter.

6/9/03
July Highway Matters.

Arising on minute 6/8/03 – West Sussex County Council Access Ranger has yet to supply his report on the Footpaths and Bridleways in the Parish.

There had been no further news on the repairs to the bridge on Bridleway 1686 – Stakers Farm.

RESOLVED The Clerk to report this matter to Mr Cox (District Councillor).

7/9/03 August Highway Matters. 

Arising on minute 13/8/03 – Mr Parkes had checked the three trees at Maplehurst –two were Acers and the third was a withe.

RESOLVED The Clerk to ask Horsham District Council Tree Warden to look at

these trees.  Mr Parkes would contact Mrs Smith at Maplehurst who was likely to know the origin of the trees, and to report back to the next meeting.

The A-board signs at the Dun Horse Public House in Mannings Heath were once again being placed in the sight line of traffic using the junction of Pound Lane and the A281.

RESOLVED The Clerk to write to West Sussex Highways.

8/9/03 Proposed Renaming of Sedgwick Lane.

Arising on minute 14/8/03 - Horsham District Council have agreed the addition of a plate to the existing Sedgwick Lane signs to read “formerly Magpie Lane”.  

RESOLVED The Clerk to ask that this amendment be made to signs at both ends of

 Sedgwick Lane.

9/9/03
New Notice Board in Sedgwick Lane.

Arising on minute 16/8/03 - West Sussex Highways have received two complaints against the siting of a new notice board in Sedgwick Lane.  A decision would be taken after the closing date for comments – 24th September.

10/9/03 Litter in Broadwater Lane. 

Arising on minute 18/8/03 - The Chairman had spoken to the owners of Ghyll House Farm who assured him that no visitors to their property would have dropped any litter in the vicinity.

11/9/03 Publishing Parish Council Minutes on Sedgwick Website. 

Arising on minute 19/8/03 – the Clerk had obtained an indemnity clause to be attached to the minutes, and when the next minutes were prepared would e-mail both to Mr Toye for inclusion on the website.

12/9/03 Correspondence– the Clerk reported the receipt of the following items

 of correspondence:-
i. Horsham District Council

(a) Parish Councillors’ Allowances

(b) Future Meetings of the Rural Affairs Advisory Group.

(c) Biodiversity Action Plan.

ii.         West Sussex County Council.
(a)       Siting of Notice Board Sedgwick Lane

(b) Municipal Waste Management Strategy for West Sussex.

(c) Local Transport Plan – Annual Progress Report Summary.

iii.        Sussex Associations of Local Councils.


County Circular Summer 2003.

iv.        Mannings Heath Millennium Group.
Letter of thanks for grant.

v.         Water Voice Southern.

Annual Report 2002/03.

vi. Campaign to Protect Rural England.

Understanding the Planning System – 

Course in Billingshurst 22nd October 2003. 

It was noted that after consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman the Clerk had written to Horsham District Council to confirm that Nuthurst Parish Council would be willing to host a future meeting of the Rural Affairs Advisory Group.  The Vice- Chairman informed the meeting that it was hoped that as many Parish Councillors as possible would attend to have an input to the meeting.

RESOLVED The Chairman would review the Biodiversity Action Plan, the Local

Transport Plan Summary, and the Water Voice Southern Annual

Report.

Ms Rose would review the Municipal Waste Management Strategy for West Sussex.  

13/9/03 PUBLIC FORUM 
A member of the public reported that traffic was still speeding through Monks Gate regardless of the 40 M.P.H. signs.  The Clerk reported that West Sussex Highways had agreed to extend the 40 M.P.H. limit out past Saxtons Farm and also to add a repeater sign to face traffic as it turned off the A281 into the Nuthurst Road. 

Mr Hughes from Hope Cottage informed the meeting that there was a general lack of maintenance of the plots of land along the Nuthurst Road that had once been part of Saxtons Farm – the hedges were overgrown and the ragwort was uncontrolled.  It was noted that the overgrown hedges could only be reported if they overhung the footpaths or roadways.

Another member of the public asked when the road would be repaired at the bridge on the Copsale Road by the entrance to Maplehurst Farm.  The Chairman replied that West Sussex Highways were trying to obtain money from the owner of Maplehurst Farm towards the cost of these repairs before they would be started.

It was noted that the plans for the Stables at Lot 5 Saxtons Farm, N/23/03 had been deferred to the next meeting of Horsham District Council’s Development Control Committee North from their meeting held on Tuesday 2nd September to allow District Councillor Mr J. Cox to find a more suitable site which would suit all parties.  The Chairman suggested that those members of the public who wished to could write to Mr Cox to inform him of their views. 

RESOLVED The Clerk to write to West Sussex Highways to remind them of the

speed limit extension and extra speed limits signs in the Nuthurst Road at Monks Gate, to also report the overgrown hedges, and ask for a progress update on the road repairs at Maplehurst Farm.

The Clerk to report the ragwort to West Sussex County Council.

14/9/03 Planning Matters

i.
New applications


N/42/03
Listed Building Consent for 2 Storey Rear Extension, Replacement Roof Tiles, Related Alterations and Repairs.




Yew Cottage, Park Lane, Maplehurst.


N/43/03
Change of Use of Part of Adjacent Field.




Wayside, Nuthurst Road, Monks Gate.


N/44/03
Surgery to One Oak Tree.




Braidland, Park Lane, Maplehurst.


N/32/03
Amended Plans for 2-Storey Extension.




Nookie Cottage, Pound Lane, Mannings Heath. 

RESOLVED
To raise no objections to N/42/03, N/43/03 and N/44/03 but to

comment that the original plan for N/42/03 was more desirable, with the fascia as originally planned being a much better option.

(The Clerk to copy the Tree Wardens report to Horsham District Council for N/44/03).

To recommend that the amended plans for N/32/03 be REFUSED as they constitute an over-development of the site.

ii.       Decisions of Development Control Committee (North)

APPROVED




N/33/03
Surgery on One Oak Tree.






Cinderbanks, Golding Lane, Mannings Heath.

N.B. Notice had been received that the appeal on N/78/02 Two Storey Rear Extension,Yew Cottage, Park Lane, Maplehurst had been dismissed.

An appeal against the decision of Horsham District Council to refuse permission on N/9/03 Change of Use to Full time Residential at Sedgwick Castle Site, Broadwater Lane, Copsale, had been lodged with the Planning Inspectorate – written representations needed to be sent by 24th September.

15/9/03 Local Association and Other Bodies – Reports.


Mr Rowley had reviewed the Quality Parish and Town Council Scheme and

supplied all the Councillors present with a copy of the document for consideration.

RESOLVED To add this as an item on the next full Parish Council agenda. 

16/9/03 Finance





    Net
       VAT    Totals









      £
           £          £

Accounts paid by Direct Debit

 
SEEBoard plc Street lighting maintenance

  52.59       9.20      61.79


SEEBoard plc Street lighting energy


  44.50       2.22      46.72



(VAT 5% on energy)


Accounts paid by Standing Order

Horsham District Council Dog Bin Clearance
   20.80
       20.80

Mrs T. Rowe  -Salary




 319.71
     319.71



Office Allowance


   50.00
       50.00

Accounts paid at this meeting

Mrs T. Rowe – Travel




    13.34




  Postage



      2.38

Action in Rural Sussex – 

Parish Plans Course Fee
    40.00

Internet Access

 
      9.99                   65.71

  553.31     11.42   564.73

RESOLVED That the above accounts be passed for payment.

The Clerk presented a breakdown of the grant received from Horsham District Council and the total spent on new equipment at the Children’s Play Area Mannings Heath Village Green.

RESOLVED To thank the Clerk for all her efforts in both obtaining the grant and

organising the play equipment installation.

17/9/03 Highway Matters.

It was noted that both Gagglewood and Lime Kiln Road were still in need of the promised resurfacing.

The Fingerpost opposite the junction at the top of Goldings Hill on the Hammerpond Road was still missing.

There had been subsidence in the road surface south of the entrance to Bulls Farm on Sedgwick Lane, Mr Toye believed there was another area of subsidence in the road in Sedgwick Lane and would advise the Clerk. 

RESOLVED The Clerk to report these matters to West Sussex Highways.

18/9/03 Consultation Paper on Indemnities for Relevant Authority Members and 

Officers. 

Discussions took place on the consultation paper received from the office of the Deputy Prime Minister concerning the nature of the power to be conferred on relevant authorities under s.101 of the Local Government Act 2000.

RESOLVED The Clerk to reply to the Indemnities Consultation Team that based on

their views within the local community, Nuthurst Parish Council agreed that while indemnities were an important provision, in their case appointments to outside bodies were not made on a regular basis and could be dealt with on an ad hoc basis as and when they occurred.

19/9/03 Risk Assessment and Asset Management.

RESOLVEDTo carry out a survey and assessment of the Parish Council’s assets for

the current year – the Clerk to provide Mr Toye, Mr Rowley and Mrs McClean with a list of the Parish Council’s assets to be assessed..

20/9/03 Mannings Heath Village Green – Children’s Play Area/Cricket matches.


It had been brought to the attention of the Parish Council that although there

were signs asking people not to use the Children’s Play Area during cricket matches these signs were being ignored.  It was suggested that the Play Area be “taped off” during cricket matches with additional signs to indicate that it should not be used.

RESOLVED To add this to the outstanding items list. 

21/9/03 Firework Displays.

Mr Rowley reported that on two occasions in August firework parties had taken place in Mannings Heath.  Apart from the usual noise disturbance, there had been a danger of fires being started by fireworks landing on the very dry vegetation.  

RESOLVED The Clerk to write to our Horsham District Councillor and West Sussex

County Councillor to ask them to raise the matter of limiting fireworks to the 5th November.

22/9/03 Declarations of Interest.

RESOLVED To add an item for the Declaration of Interests of Councillors, at the

 beginning of each future Parish Council agenda.

The meeting closed at 9.40 p.m.
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