NUTHURST PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Nuthurst Parish Council 

Held on Wednesday 6th April 2005 

at St Andrews School, Nuthurst,

commencing at 8 p.m.

Present:
Mr D.V.L. England (Chairman)
Mrs V.M. Court 



Mr D.H. Bateman


Mrs T.E.J. Fry




Mr B. Parkes


 
Mrs A. Gaffney



Mr D.W. Toye



Mrs J. McClean

Mr R.R. Webber


Ms M.H. Rose.

Also in attendance Mrs P. Bullen (Southern Neighbourhood Watch), 

Mr G. Peckham (Lower Beeding Parish Council) and 3 members of the public. 

1/4/05 Apologies for absence were received from Mr A. Pengelly (Mannings Heath

 Neighbourhood Watch) and Mr J.S. Cox (District Councillor).

2/4/05 Declarations of Interest :– 
Mrs J McClean declared an interest in DC/05/0371 Old Park, Park Lane,

Maplehurst. 

3/4/05 Approval of Minutes - The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on

2nd March 2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the

Chairman.  

4/4/05 Neighbourhood Watch.

Unfortunately Mr Alan Pengelly had resigned as Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator for Mannings Heath; Mrs Penny Bullen the coordinator for the southern part of the Parish spoke in his place.  She began by stressing that it was important to keep Neighbourhood Watch on a simple basis; the basic message was that if anyone saw something suspicious they should report it.  Mrs Bullen also explained that the Neighbourhood Watch in the south of the district had set up a pyramid system (before the Police had a computer system) to keep the whole area informed, this worked very well and could be used for all the community e.g. in reporting lost dogs.

The Chairman thanked Mrs Bullen and the Neighbourhood Watch committee for their work in the south of the Parish and suggested that if Mrs Bullen could supply a short job description, the vacancy for a new Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator for Mannings Heath be added to the next Parish Council item for The Link.
5/4/05  Road Repairs at Rock Bridge.


Arising on minute 4/3/05 – the Clerk had received an email from Mr De Sousa 


at West Sussex Highways which stated that limited funds had led to only the

worst parts of the Copsale Road being repaired but that they hoped to deal

with the standing water outside the entrance to Shuckers Farm in the new 

financial year and would cut the channels into the roadside ditch by Rock 

Bridge if they were blocked.

6/4/05
New Notice Board in Mannings Heath Village.


Arising on minute 5/3/05 – The Clerk would chase Mr Anthony re the date for

 this to be put up.

7/4/05
The Display of Byelaws on Mannings Heath Village Green.


Arising on minute 6/3/05 – Mr Bateman and Mrs Court had still to decide on

the site of the Byelaws sign which was ready to put up.

8/4/05 January Highway Matters.


Arising on minute 9/3/05 – The culverts by The Quarries in Mannings Heath 


still needed clearing – Mr De Sousa at West Sussex Highways had advised

that these were the responsibility of the land owners (No 1 The Quarries) as

only the pipe under the road was the responsibility of West Sussex Highways

and this was not blocked.  Mrs Court agreed to speak to the owners of No. 1 

The Quarries.

9/4/05 New Street Light – Harriots Close.

Arising on minute 17/3/05 – The new pole mounted light opposite the junction of Harriots Close and Nuthurst Street had been installed and EDF energy had advised that it would be connected in 2 -3 weeks time. 
10/4/05 Correspondence– the Clerk reported the receipt of the following items

 of correspondence:-
i. Horsham District Council. 
(a)       Environmental Cleansing Grant 2005/06 and 2006/07.



(b)
News Release - Local Development Framework Consultation.


(c)
Parking on Grass Area in Maplehurst.


(d)
Car Parking in Nuthurst.


(e)
Evaluation of Taxi Voucher Scheme.

ii. West Sussex County Council

(a)
Rural Village Speed Limit Programme.



(b)
Grass Cutting Programme.

                        (c)     
Local Development Framework – Land at Hilliers/Hornbrook



Farm.

                        (d)
Repeater Randels in Monks Gate.

iii.        Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. 
Quality Parishes and Parish Planning.

iv.        Campaign to Protect Rural England.

Draft South East Plan Consultation.



v.
Rt. Honourable Francis Maude M.P.

Hilliers/Hornbrook Development.



vi.
Sustrans – Routes for People.

Guildford to the Sea – Improvements to the Downslink.

                        vii.
Sussex Associations of Local Councils.


Courses for 2005.

RESOLVED Additional Car Parking in Nuthurst be added as an item for the agenda 


of the next Parish Council Meeting.


The Clerk to write to Horsham District Council re the Taxi Voucher Scheme

with the following comments: -

a) the scheme should be opened up to parishioners over 65

b) the time restrictions should be lifted

c) the need to book should be lifted

d) if cost constraints allowed it should be extended to the whole Parish

e) the Parish Council would like to know the results of the other pilot schemes.

The Clerk to reply to West Sussex Highways Rural Village Speed Limit Programme that speed restrictions in the Copsale area would be welcomed but only with small signs and that all of Broadwater Lane should be included.  To also state that the Parish Council recommended that a “culture change” should be introduced with the introduction of a 40 mph limit on all unmarked country roads.

To inform West Sussex Highways that the repeater randels at the speed terminal points in Monks Gate were not required, as the Parish Council did not believe that this would be the correct placing for such signs.

11/4/05 PUBLIC FORUM.

The treasurer of the Mannings Heath Millennium Group informed the meeting that they wished the Parish Council to front the planned Village Day (minute 14/4/05) so that the Parish Councils’ existing public liability insurance could be used.  He explained that the Millennium Committee were an informal group which had been set up for the Millennium celebrations and which had decided to continue for the 2002 Golden Jubilee Celebrations and had continued to arrange Village Days since.  The Parish Council had given a grant in 2003 for the extra public liability insurance costs and he felt that there needed to be a better way for these insurance costs to be met.  The Millennium Group felt that the use of the Village Green should be covered by the Parish Councils’ insurance – the Millennium Group just wanted to put something back into the community.

A resident of Mannings Heath seconded the thanks given to the members of the Parish Council at the Annual Parish Meeting and inquired if any letters of objection had been received by the Parish Council concerning planning application DC/05/0648 – 4 Heath Close, Mannings Heath.  The Clerk replied that none had been received.

A resident of Maplehurst suggested that the Parish Council could get information on the Campaign to Protect Rural England “Quiet Lanes Campaign” from their website. 
12/4/05 Planning Matters

i.
The following new applications were considered: -

Amended plans DC/05/0237 Conversion of Barn to Dwelling.



Maplehurst Farm, Nuthurst Road, Maplehurst

DC/05/0709(and Amended Plans) Tennis Court with 2.75m High Fencing and Change of Use of Land to Extend Residential Curtilage.


Lockyers Farm, Polecat Lane, Copsale.

Amended plans DC/05/0371 Timber Framed Outbuilding for Domestic Use.


Old Park, Park Lane, Maplehurst.


DC/05/0766
Single Storey Rear Dining-Room Extension.


24 Whytings, Mannings Heath.

Mrs McClean left the room during discussions on DC/05/0371.

RESOLVED

To raise no objections to the above planning applications.

ii. Decisions of the Development Control Committee (North).

APPROVED

 


DC/04/2718 
Sand School.





        
Great Steeds Farm, Copsale Road, Copsale.




DC/05/0206 
Conservatory.






20 Ryecroft Meadow, Mannings Heath.




DC/05/0217
Surgery to One Ash Tree.






20 Whytings, Mannings Heath.




DC/05/0146
Single Storey Extension, 3 Dormer Windows

and Porch.

Hazelmere, Sedgwick Lane.


WITHDRAWN




DC/04/2797
Conservatory.






Jamesland Farm, Copsale Road, Copsale.




DC/05/0214
Change of Use of Land to Provide up to 40 Car

Parking Spaces – Land North West of Mannings 

Heath Hotel, Winterpit Lane.






Mannings Heath Golf Club, Hammerpond Road,

Mannings Heath.


iii. The minutes of the Planning Committee held on 16th March 2005 were 



approved as a correct record.
13/4/05 Finance

   Net
       VAT    Totals









      £
           £          £

Accounts paid by Direct Debit

 
SEEBoard plc Street lighting maintenance

  59.13     10.34       69.47


SEEBoard plc Street lighting energy


  44.50       2.23       46.73



(VAT 5% on energy)


Accounts paid by Standing Order

Horsham District Council Dog Bin Clearance
   20.80
        20.80

Mrs T. Rowe  -Salary




 353.07
      353.07

Accounts paid at this meeting

Sussex Associations of Local Councils –

  263.95   46.19      310.14


Annual Subscription

A. Healey Office Equipment -


 145.00    25.38      170.38


Installation of Photocopier

Mrs T. Rowe – Travel




   29.64                         

  Postage



     4.20



 Postage – Parish Appraisal

   11.76



 Planning Meeting 16th March
   23.28      



 Internet Access


   14.99
         83.87       

  970.32   84.14    1054.46

RESOLVED That the above accounts be passed for payment.

The Clerk reported that Nat West Bank had withdrawn the facility for monies to be transferred between the Business Reserve Account and the Business Current Account (this facility had been granted in error by Nat West Bank) by telephone and that accordingly a monthly transfer of £1,200.00 had been set up between the two accounts.

14/4/05 Mannings Heath Millennium Group – Village Day 13th August 2005.

Following the receipt of an e-mail from the treasurer of the Mannings Heath Millennium Group requesting that the Parish Council consider overseeing the running of the Annual Village Day in order that insurance liability would be covered by the Parish Council’s existing insurance, after discussions the meeting considered (and voted) on two motions: -

1) The members of the Parish Council agree to take responsibility for the

 supervision of the Annual Village Day to be held on 13th August 2005.

2) The Parish Council pay the insurance costs for the Mannings

     Heath Millennium Group to obtain £10m public liability cover.

Motion 1 - Votes For = 1   Against = 9

Motion 2 - Votes For = 1   Against = 8  Abstentions = 1

RESOLVED  The Parish Council would not take responsibility for the running of the

 Village Day nor would they pay any insurance costs for the Mannings Heath

 Millennium Group.

15/4/05
 Parish Council Vacancy.


Following the resignation of Mr Richard Walter, the Clerk reported that the


vacancy had been advertised on all Parish notice boards, and to date one 


expression of interest in the position of Parish Councillor had been received.  The date from which the Parish Council could co-opt a new member was the 20th April – applications would be considered at the next Parish Council meeting.

16/4/05 Highway Matters 

Mr Webber commented that the current repairs taking place in Lime Kiln Road appeared to be of a substandard nature (no hard core in place under the area being resurfaced) he offered to take photos and monitor the situation.

The following faults were reported: -

i) The line markings at the junction of Park Lane and the Nuthurst Road in Maplehurst were missing

ii) The potholes on the bend when leaving Nuthurst for Monks Gate were still in need of repair

iii) Edge ruts on Golding Hill still needed repairing

iv) The A-Board signs were blocking the view for traffic by the Dun Horse Public House in Mannings Heath again

v) There was a pothole outside Coltstaple Farm.

vi) The grass verge in Golding Lane along from the village hall had been damaged by cars being parked on it constantly.

RESOLVED The Clerk to report these matters to West Sussex Highways.

17/4/05 Annual Parish Meeting.


The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 9th March 2005 were

considered and approved by the meeting.

Issues which had been raised by the public for consideration were:-

i. Speed Humps in Pound Lane and Church Road, Mannings Heath – Large Lorries were often speeding through the village.

ii. A new notice board for Sedgwick Lane – a site outside Oakdean



Nursery was suggested. 

iii.        Fly-tipping in Sedgwick Lane. 

iii. Police Community Speed Watch Project.

iv. Parking on the verge in Golding Lane.

v. Fly posting in Mannings Heath village.

vi. Erosion of the verge in Pound Lane.

 The Speed Humps had been looked into three years previously and were then found to cost approximately £10,000 each.


Mr Toye had spoken to the owner of Oakdean Nursery who agreed that a new 

notice board could be put up outside his property if he was consulted when the notice board was erected.

The fly-tipping had been removed immediately when reported through the West Sussex County Council website.

The Clerk had received e-mail correspondence from the Clerk to Lower Beeding Parish Council concerning the Police Community Speed Watch Scheme.  It had been suggested that Lower Beeding, Nuthurst and Cowfold Parish Councils join together to form a Community Speed Watch group – a meeting between the three groups and the Police Traffic Management Officer (Ian Jeffrey) would be organised in the near future – Mr Webber and Mrs Gaffney would represent Nuthurst Parish.  The Chairman noted that 

Mr Ted Gibbons (Crime Prevention) had advised against these schemes as some of the volunteers had been attacked both verbally and physically while monitoring traffic speeds.

The damage to the verge in Golding Lane was being caused by residents.

A new notice board was soon to be erected in the centre of Mannings Heath which would alleviate the need for fly posting.

The verge in Pound Lane had already been reported to West Sussex Highways.

RESOLVED The Clerk to seek permission for a new notice board in Sedgwick Lane 


from West Sussex County Council Highways.

18/4/05 Parish Appraisal Questionnaire.

The Parish Council’s views on the draft Parish Appraisal questionnaire were

 discussed and the following comments put forward:-

a) The questionnaire was felt to be too long but the Parish Council felt that all

 the detail was needed.

b) The font was far too small.

c) The young person’s questionnaire was very good.

d) Page 5 – Emergency Services Question – It should be made clear that this could be left blank if the person completing the questionnaire had no experience of this service.

19/4/05 Parish Council Meeting Dates for 2005/2006.


The following dates for Parish Council meetings for 2005/2006 were

proposed: -


Parish Council Meetings  (all Wednesdays)


1st June 2005



6th July 2005 


7th September 2005 


5th October 2005 


2nd November 2005 


7th December 2005


4th January 2006


1st February 2006


1st March 2006


5th April 2006


3rd May 2006



7th June 2006


Finance Meeting – 9th November 2005 


Annual Parish Meeting – 8th March 2006 at St. Andrew’s School, Nuthurst.

RESOLVED That these dates be approved and the Clerk to book the hall at

 St.Andrew’s School.
20/4/05 Trees at Mannings Heath Village Green.


The Clerk reported that two quotes for removing the holly and undergrowth

 in the trees at the Greens Lane end of the village green had been received;

 for £625.00 and £390.00 and also that the West Sussex Youth Offending 

Team had offered to complete the work for the cost of having the removed

undergrowth taken away which would be approximately £200.

RESOLVED The Clerk to ask the West Sussex Youth Offending Team to carry out 


the work.

19/4/05 Halifax Bomber Crash  - 60th Anniversary Commemoration.

Mr Parkes had been contacted by Mr White seeking the Parish Councils’ assistance in arranging for the new plaque to be purchased and placed at the site of the Halifax Bomber Crash at Mannings Heath Golf Club.  

RESOLVED Mr Parkes to find out more details for this item to be added to the 


agenda for the next Parish Council meeting.
The meeting closed at 9.50 p.m.
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